Final Letter Assignment
Part 1:
One of the most important messages of the novel Speak is that everyone’s voice deserves to be heard. Melinda goes through her freshman year at Merryweather High feeling as though she doesn’t matter and no one cares what she has to say. This assignment is intended to give you a chance to have your voice heard. Instead of composing a standard literary analysis essay about the novel, you are going to write a letter describing your reaction to the book.

Write a letter to the author of the book, Laurie Halse Anderson, describing your reaction to her novel. Your letter must be at least five paragraphs long and include at least two references to specific passages of the novel (at least one of these must be a direct quote). You may ask her questions about the characters, the events, or the setting; you could also simply describe your feelings about the novel (and the fact that it was assigned to you for class). You need not write about how much you enjoyed the book – this is not intended to be a fan letter, although it may be – but if you didn’t enjoy the book, your letter must still be courteous and respectful. See the suggested plan in this package for further guidance. 

The following is a list of things you must include, but feel free to add any additional information or questions you may have for the author of your book!  

· Tell the author about yourself and explain why you chose to read his/her book. 

· Tell the author your favorite part(s) of the book and why they were your favorite. 

· Tell the author how reading his/her book somehow changed your way of thinking about yourself or the world around you.  Make a connection between yourself and a character or an event in the story. 

· Tell the author why you would recommend his/her book to other people. 

· Ask the author questions that you have about him/her and about the book you read. 

· Write your name and date on the back of the letter.

Warning: You do not need to summarize the plot of the book. Why? Because the author wrote the story and already knows what happened! What the author doesn’t know is the way the book affected you. Be honest and personal.

Part 2:

You will each choose a line from your letter and share it on the Padlet. From that Padlet you will each create a poem using only the lines (or part of the lines) that your classmates posted. This poem should resemble Laurie Halse Anderson’s poem we read in class written from lines of letters she received from readers. 
Your Name
4710 Durham Road

Kintnersville, PA 18930

September 1, 2008

First and Last Name of the Author
Their Street Address (Use the publisher’s address.)
City, State Zip Code

Dear Mr./Ms. Author’s Name:

Tell the author about yourself and explain why you chose his/her book. 

Tell the author your favorite part(s) of the book and why they were your favorite. 

Tell the author how reading his or her book somehow changed your way of thinking about yourself or the world around you. Make a connection between yourself and a character or an event in the story. 

Tell the author why you would recommend his/her book to other people. 

Ask the author questions that you have about him/her and about the book you read. 

Sincerely,

Your Name
Letter to the Author Rubric

	
	5 points
	4 points
	2 points
	1 point

	FOCUS


	Sharp, distinct controlling point about a single topic with evident awareness of task and audience.


	Clear controlling point made about a single topic with general awareness of task and audience.
	Evidence of a controlling point made about a single topic with an inconsistent awareness of task and audience.
	Little or no evidence of a controlling point made about a single topic with a minimal awareness of task and audience.

	ORGANIZATION


	Consists of three paragraphs and includes a multi-sentence introduction and conclusion.  Utilizes appropriate, logical transitions.
	Consists of three paragraphs and includes a multi-sentence introduction and conclusion.  Utilizes basic transitions.
	Consists of only two paragraphs

and/or

Contains less than two sentences in the introduction or conclusion

and/or

Includes inappropriate, ineffective, or inadequate transitions
	Consists of only one paragraph

and/or

Contains no introduction or conclusion

and/or

Does not include transitions

	CONTENT DEVELOPMENT


	Letter contains all of the content required and includes specific, relevant details and/or explanation. 
	Letter contains all of the content required and includes details and/or explanation.
	Letter contains some of the content required and/or attempts to include details and/or explanation.
	Letter contains minimal required content and/or no details and/or explanation.

	STYLE/CONVENTIONS


	Virtually no errors in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling.  
	Minimal errors in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling, and errors present do not interfere with meaning.
	Several errors in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling, and some of these errors may interfere with meaning.
	Numerous errors in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling.


Comments:

Rubric for Poem
	CATEGORY 
	Excellent  -  4
	Good  - 3
	Satisfactory -  2
	Needs Improvement - 1

	THE WRITING PROCESS / 
EFFORT 
	Student devoted a lot of time and effort to the writing process and worked hard to make the poem a good read.  The poem has no errors.
	Student devoted adequate time and effort to the writing process and worked to get the job done. The poem may have one or two errors.
	Student devoted some time and effort to the writing process but was not very thorough. Does enough to get by.  There are several errors.
	Student devoted little time and effort to the writing process. It appears that the student does not care about the assignment.  The poem has many errors.

	TITLE


	The poem has a title that clearly relates to the poem and adds interest to the theme or message of the poem
	The poem has a title that relates to the poem 
	The poem has a title
	The poem has no title

	STYLE
	The poem is written with a great sense of style.  The poem has been well thought out and makes sense to the reader.
	The poem is written with a defined with style.  Thoughts are clear to read and understandable.
	The poem is written  somewhat with style.  Thoughts are clear to a degree.
	The poem lacks style and the thoughts did not come out clearly on paper.

	VOCABULARY
	The poem is written with only the lines from the Padlet.
	The poem is written with mostly the lines from the Padlet with a few words added.
	The poem includes some lines from the Padlet.
	The poem does not fulfill the requirements of being taken from the Padlet


Use a colon





Do not indent 


each paragraph





Skip 4 spaces


Sign your 


name in pen








